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Mass sackings at the Newsletter  -  militants rebuffed 
	Apologies for the fact that this newsletter is later than advertised due to the fact that the entire staff took unofficial industrial action in an effort to try and justify their unwarranted pay claim, so you will be pleased to learn that they have now all been sacked and this publication has been taken over by the management of Associated Newspapers, the proprietor of ‘The Daily Mail’ and the like and we are confident that you will see an improvement in the content 
	The alternative reason might be that  I was waiting for the results of the games on September 4th to be able to proudly inform you that the 1st Xl have been promoted to Division One of the Kent League for the first time in their history 
	They still have two games to play but if they beat Upchurch this week they will go up as champions with one game to spare 
	Many congratulations to ‘Mitch’ and his excellent team and there will be more gloating next month, whilst Syd Sherlock and his Sunday Development side are also virtually certain of promotion, the Mini 8s, otherwise known as ‘The spitfires.’  have reached the final of their competition, which will take place on September 12th at the County ground in Beckenham -   see issue 191 for further details – whilst  the T20 side  fell at the quarter-final stage of the League Cup competition to a strong Hayes side as they attempted to reach the final in successive years. So, all in all, a very successful season for the OWCC 
	All of the other sides, both colts and seniors, have now finished their respective seasons and  I am sure that we are all awaiting, and with enthusiasm, to read their end of season reports 
	In other news you will have noticed that the refurbishment of the dressing rooms has now been completed, and how splendid they look, too. This has cost the Association  in the region of £100,000, so please treat them with respect and leave them as you find them 
	The end of cricket also means the end of season Dinner and awards evening – when else would you have them –  which will almost certainly be  held on Friday October 22nd. ,  but  please view the website for more details and up to date information – like how to get a ticket 
	Playing members also have an important part to play with regard to the respective ‘Players of the Year, ’ so please inform your skipper of your nomination 
	We also need to arrange our AGM and the current favourite date is Tuesday November 2nd, but this is yet to be confirmed but certainly will be by the time the October newsletter is published. This is a very important meeting, so please make every effort to attend and have your say
	As we sadly know, we had a truncated cricket week but we did participate in Frinton’s cricket week where we made many new friends and hope to be invited back next year. The team and umpire stayed overnight at the Travel Lodge in Clacton but Derek and Linda Seston, and your scorer treated themselves to a more upmarket hotel where Derek and Linda’s room boasted a superb view of the sea-front in splendid weather conditions 
	Your scorer, meantime, had a perfect view of the car park – the weather was good, though! 
			Who to contact and how

Life President:	Ian Pilgrim 					0208 402 1668
			Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 		Jasper Gundry-White 				07789 934867  (Mobile) 
			Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman		Dave Welch 					07528  691488 (Mobile) 
			Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 		Laurence Allen 
			Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 		07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 	 Barrie Frampton 
			Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 
Club Captain: 	Doug Forbes 						07768 713795 (Mobile) 
			Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 
Secretary:		Mike Pike					020 8659 6443 (H)		
			Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 				07850 446874  (M)					Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 
	Treasurer:		Andy Spedding 			07973 847469 (Mobile)
			Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk
 Fixtures Secretary: 	Laurence Allen 				07946 635020 (Mobile) 
			Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 
Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen  and 
				Steve Lawrence 
				Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:

1st  XI			Michael Mitchell 				07721 628117	   (M) 					Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk		 
2nd Xl			Nick Morley  					07760850220	   (M)
			Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com					 
3rd Xl: 		Kevin Carruthers 	
			Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com		07980 620399	   (M) 
4th XI			Neil Treacher 
			Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk			07956513331
 5th XI			Alex Forbes					07855 273218 (M) 
			alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 
Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 				07957910148 (M) 
			Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 

T20			Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites
Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com

	
				
					August/September     Results 
Sunday Development		128 for 7	Linden Park 		87 for 3	Match abandoned

Hayes 				106 for 4	Under 13a		108 for 2	Won by 8 wickets 

Under 13a					Dartford 		Dartford conceded 

Frinton				279		OW Xl   		280 for 6	Won by 4 wickets 

Under 19			86 for 9	Canterbury 		89 for  8	Lost by 2 wickets

Hayes 				117 for 9	Under 17		118 for 2	Won by 8 wickets 

ODCUACO 					1st Xl				No play possible –rain 

2nd Xl						ODCUACO			No play possible – rain 

Old Roan 2nd Xl 				3rd Xl				No play possible  -  rain 

4th Xl 						Streatham & Marlborough 	No play possible  - rain 

Old Wilsonians  T20 		198 for 4	ODCUACO 		186 for 8	Won by 12 runs 		 
Under 19 					Bromley Common		Bromley Common conceded 

1st Xl 				247 for 3	Dartford 		130		Won by 117 runs 

St Lawrence & Highland Court   228 for 7	2nd Xl			33		Lost by 195 runs 

3rd Xl 				129 		Bromley Common 	133 for 5	Lost by 5 wickets 

4th Xl 				113 for 8	Old Roan 		114 for 5	Lost by 5 wickets 

Sunday Development 		212 for 6 	Catford & Cyphers 	164 for 9	Won by 48 runs 

Bexley 			154 for 5	Under 19s		124 for 7	Lost by 30 runs 

Catford and Cyphers 		176 for 9	Midweek Xl		175 for 9	Lost by 1 run 

Under 19 			144 for 4	Beckenham		70		Won by 74 runs 

1st Xl 				276 for 5	Tenterden 		120		Won by 156 runs 

2nd  Xl				120		Linden Park 		124 for 3	Lost by 7 wickets 

HSBC 				160 for 3	3rd Xl 			152 for 6	Lost by 8 runs 

Bexleyheath 5th Xl 		136 		4th Xl 			80 for 8	Lost by 56 runs 

Sunday Development 		205 for 7	Sidcup 		100 for 4     Match abandoned - rain

Under 19			79 for 7	Sidcup 		80 for 5	Lost by 5 wickets 

Bromley			141 for 6	Under 19		124 for 7	Lost by 17 runs 

Hayes				110 for 5	Under 19		70		Lost by 40 runs 		
Broadstairs 			160		1st Xl 			162 for 5	Won  by 5 wickets

The Mote 			254 for 6	2nd Xl 			109		Lost by 145 runs 

Sidcup				223 for 7	3rd X1	 		139		Lost by 84 runs 

Sunday Development 				Bickley Park		Bickley Park conceded 

1st Xl 				227		Harvel 			143		Won by 84 runs 

Chestfield 			118		1st Xl			120 for 5	Won by 5 wickets 

2nd Xl 				234 for 8	Minster 		230 for 6	Tied 

Sidcup 			113		4th Xl 			100		Lost by 13 runs 

T20 				113 for 6	Hayes 			114 for 2	Lost by 8 wickets 

Club Person of the Month  -  Dave Welch 

	The buck, as they say, stops here and, inevitably, as with any Cricket Club, that  means the Chairman, but as well as keeping the committee on their toes and getting them to undertake the tasks allocated to them, Dave has also found time  to umpire, score, update the playing statistics and even contribute to the newsletter -  thanks Dave 

Free  Flowing Fun – and runs -  at Fabulous Frinton 

	For the uninitiated cricket can be a confusing and sometimes a distressful and disturbing game. 
	“Jenkinson is bowling with two short legs”,   exclaimed the commentator. 
	“Oh dear”, proclaimed great Aunt Agatha, “I hope the poor lad  was not the victim of some terrible accident.”
	“Robinson now has a backward point and a third man.” 
	“It’s really encouraging to learn that the game is so sympathetic towards the intellectually challenged and is  heavily involved in espionage. ” opined grand-dad. 
	“The Old Wilsonian score is now 69 for 2,  but they were dealt a severe blow when Blenkinsop was caught flashing outside the off-stump” 
	“ Disgusting and disgraceful”, shouted Aunt Maud, “and I sincerely hope he gets a long and unpleasant prison sentence  as a consequence. Old Wilsonians are such a pleasant, progressive, family friendly Club, and that is certainly not the sort of example they should be showing their flourishing colts section.” 
	On August 4th an OW Xl travelled to Frinton to play in their cricket week and for some – well me – Frinton is synonymous with Radio Caroline, the pirate radio  station that ruled the waves between 1964  and 1967and whose ship, the Mi Amigo,  was moored off the coast of Frinton and which encouraged something called ‘Frinton Flashing.’ 
	The instigator of this, on the face of it,  and as Aunt Maud proclaimed “disgusting” activity – but please read on – was Johnnie Walker, one of the disc jockeys on the boat, who once declared:
“I will never wok for the BBC, ” although listeners to Radio Two on a Sunday afternoon may be able to tell a different story 
	The aforesaid Mr Walker used to encourage drivers to park on the coast of Frinton where he would then pick out a car at random and conduct a conversation for the selected one and ask them a series of questions with simple “Yes” or “No”  answers – one flash for ‘Yes ‘and two for ‘No.’
	He also initiated ‘Kiss in the Car licences, ’ whereby you could be issued with a licence which entitled you to well, kiss in a car, provided you passed the relevant test,  which involved kissing for the duration of a record of his choosing. 
	The Pirates were eventually banned by the Labour government of the time after the passing of the Marine Offences Act of 1967,  Tony Benn, the Postmaster General, being the man who signed the relevant document,   and ‘Johnnie’ encouraged his listeners to vote Conservative in an effort to stop the Bill being passed. 
	I wrote him a long letter at the time explaining that, much as I loved the Pirates, electing a Conservative government was not a good idea – he never replied.
	That wonderful couple, Linda and Derek Seston, had kindly agreed to give me a lift to Frinton and  to pick me up at Hayes station, with the train I had decided to take due to arrive there at 8-42 
	However, a broken down train at Lewisham caused it to be cancelled and when the next one was delayed by ten minutes, there was soon a broken down scorer at Lower Sydenham. 
	However, the patience of Linda and Derek was exemplary and we left Hayes just after 9-00,  convinced that the game “would not start on time”,  but when we arrived Frinton were 30 for 1 after six overs! 
	Bob ‘The Cat’ Bevan, who is a Life member at Frinton, had been somewhat patronising during the run-up to the game with regard to the strength of the OW side  with comments like “Frinton will be far too good for you but we will pick a side accordingly, ” arrived soon afterwards and  when their  former Essex County player was dispatching boundaries to all parts of the ground he proclaimed,  “This is getting embarrassing.”
	However, when the latter hit five sixes from the first five balls of a Dan Simpson over,   and then a single from the sixth,  he sportingly retired himself with the score on 175 for 4 and,  with 26 overs remaining,  the home side looked in a pretty healthy position, and although the OWs then took the last six wickets for 104,  the prospect of scoring 280 for victory was an imposing one. 
	Russell Everson, the Frinton Fixtures secretary and scorer, had liaised with both Laurence Allen, our fixtures secretary  and  ‘Mitch’ to get the game played in the first place and our skipper had thoughtfully  given Russ a run-down of the strengths and weaknesses of our side and ended his email with the following:  
“So we will be competitive on the pitch, and your bar will need to be well stocked for after the game ! “
	Josh Holland and Dave Ellicott-White began our reply and I refer you to Mitch’s description of both, namely ‘3s all rounder’ and ‘1s bowler’ respectively 
	Dave, in fact, did not bowl and when he was the first wicket to fall he demonstrated perfectly that he is a natural No.11 as a batsman, and when Josh was bowled soon after we were 14 for 2 and to demonstrate his ‘all rounder’ qualities Josh had earlier taken two smart catches and bowled two overs, albeit not quite so smart as they had gone for 29 runs and included nine wides 
	Dan Seston – ‘1s/2s bat’  was now joined by Sean Beckett  ‘1s/2s bowler’ who had showed his talents with the ball by taking 2 for 30 in six overs and he and Dan took the score to 88 for 3 when the latter was bowled for 26 – enter Matt Golding,  ‘Devon Minor County all rounder’, who bowled five overs for 17 runs – no wickets nor catches, though,  and he and Sean took the score to 121 for 3 at tea 
	And it was after tea that the fireworks really started as Sean and Matt progressed  to 217 before Matt was the second player to retire graciously for 79 but, significantly, with 27 overs remaining in which to score 63 runs 
	Enter the skipper, Michael Mitchell ‘1st Xl skipper all rounder’, although damaged ribs had prevented him from bowling,  and he and Sean took the total to 240 before Sean’s splendid innings came to an end on 93;  nobody would have denied him an extra seven runs 	
	Enter Steve ‘The Future/The Chef’ Lawrence, a late replacement for Nick Morley  ‘2s skipper, batter’ and someone who had not played for three years to concentrate on his illustrious skills in the kitchen 
	It is difficult to guess how ‘Mitch’ would have described him – something along the lines of ‘3s all-rounder’ perhaps. He had certainly bowled, although his figures were not that impressive, 9-0-70-1, so perhaps he could do better with the bat
	He had only been at the wicket for two runs when he saw his skipper comprehensively stumped for 15 and Dan Simposn ‘2s all rounder’ joined ‘The Future’ – could they get us over the line? 
	As an ‘all rounder’ Dan had also bowled, his figures being even worse than those of his batting partner -  8.5-0-84-1 – although he had bowled the over from which Mike Cumber hit five successive 6s and, no, Dan, you cannot claim his wicket upon his retirement,  and our seventh wicket pair did indeed get us over the line with 19 overs and four wickets to spare 
	Syd Sherlock  ‘1s keeper/bat’	was not required to bat but kept well and held a catch and executed a stumping. 
	Josh Lawrence ‘1s all-rounder’ did not bat either, but bowled five overs for 14 runs. He also held a catch, but it does not really count as if it was off his own bowling! 
	Neither did Tom Sullivan ‘2s/3s bowler’ – bat that is – but he was by far and away our most successful bowler of the day, taking 4 for 31 from ten overs 
	So 559 runs had been scored from 466 balls, including 25 sixes  and  64 fours,  in a  game that had been played in the most sporting of spirits in front of a large crowd; what more can you ask for from a game in cricket week? 
	A repeat performance next year or perhaps Frinton would like to be one of the visitors to our cricket week next year? 
	Sincere thanks to Laurence Allen,  ‘Mitch’ and Tom Sullivan  from the OW perspective for all of  the hard  work they undertook to ensure that the game took place,  and to Russell Everson and ‘The Cat’ from Frinton’s  perspective, with ‘The Cat’, who had changed his allegiance throughout the day depending on the state of the game, eventually deciding  he is, in fact, an Old Wilsonian 
	And it seems that Mitch’s words:  
“So we will be competitive on the pitch  , and your bar will need to be well stocked for after the game !” were prophetic, particularly the latter part
	To return to  the Pirates,  I much preferred Radio London,  who had on board,  amongst others,  Kenny Everett and John Peel,  whose ‘Perfumed Garden’ show,  which was broadcast from midnight  until 6-00 a.m, was essential listening,  although it sometimes made you late for work and you fell asleep when you got there 
	The station also inspired the magnificent 1967 album ‘The Who Sell Out’ which takes the format  of a commercial  radio station and includes original songs which are effectively advertisements – e,g, ‘Medac’ and ‘Odorono’ - and authentic Radio London jingles, whilst the track ‘Rael’ is almost certainly an embryonic ‘Tommy.’  
NB: This item has previously been published as ‘Pikey’s Progree’ but has been slightly amended 


Emails to the editor – from those who were sent a copy of the Frinton match report 

Hi Pikey,
 	Thanks for the largely kind words!
 I have to say that you and the guys did the OWs proud and received rave reviews from the Frinton Club Members and Officials.
	While you personally may not partake of the amber liquid, and even I have never indulged in a Jaeger Bomb, the guys certainly lived up to the request for a well-stocked bar. I stayed as long as I could – I was preparing myself for the visit of my village side Bells Yew Green the next morning –  but I subsequently heard that they were still there at 1 30 am when the FCC Chairman cashed up, found taxis for them, including two who had wandered off into the car park, and provided a few more bottles for their journey to Clacton.
	However, much as their contribution to the bar profits were appreciated by the Treasurer (my cousin), what was even more important was the friendliness, sportsmanship, courtesy and fun displayed by the team which was a credit to the OWs and I hope you will arrange to spread this far and wide throughout the club. They were a great group.
	It is no surprise that both parties appear desperate to repeat and even increase a return next year as indeed, I am pleased to say, was to be the case the next day when my village side proved to be another group of welcome visitors for the first but certainly not the last time.
	After a full week of cricket and hospitality I am now preparing to return to life more befitting to my and your even greater, age.
	All the best and thanks again
	Cat (OW, Frinton CC, Bells Yew Green CC)
	Fantastic effort, Pikey, and very impressive write up 
	Pleasure to meet you and the lads - great day, always a joy to meet new cricket friends and looking forward to a repeat (with reverse cricket result!) next year
All the best
Russ Everson, Frinton’s Fixtures secretary and scorer 

LEAGUE LEADERS   VANGUISHED    1st   Xl   247  for   3,  Dartford    130 

	League leaders Dartford came to Hayes having beaten second placed Broadstairs the week before on the Saturday when third placed Old Wilsonians were due to play fourth placed ODCUACO, but the heavens had other ideas and rain prevented any play, so both sides were denied the opportunity of stealing a march on each other in what has now become a four horse race to claim the two promotion places 
	The game at Dartford, or, to be precise, the result at Dartford, had been difficult to take for chasing a total of 213 for 6  we had reached 199 for 4 before and, unaccountably, losing six wickets for 11 runs to lose the game by a single run 
	The skipper’s ribs ruled him out of this game but an ambitious Matt Abbett – almost certainly over ambitious – had intended to return but a setback prevented him doing so which was probably a blessing in disguise  - be patient ‘Mabbs;’  I know you are anxious to return and we are anxious to see you but you have a long and distinguished career ahead of you and be aware of the perils of returning too soon
	So Jon Rodda was in charge and performed his first duty successfully by winning the toss and electing to bat and he and Syd Sherlock set about giving as a good start, which is exactly what they did until, with 62 on the board, ‘the skipper’ was well caught at extra cover. 
	Dan Seston then joined Syd and they more than doubled the score – to 126 – when Dan played an awful shot, sorry Dan, to be bowled for 28, but he had done his job and had laid an ideal platform for Matt Golding, who had almost 20 overs to do what he does so well; score runs quickly 
	However, he was next to go when he was caught on the mid-wicket boundary for 19, ten of those runs coming from free hits 
	Enter Louis Pryor, a man in need of runs, and this was the day they came as we completed our 50 overs without losing another wicket with 247 runs on the board and 42 of them to Louis 
	Meanwhile Syd had reached his century with nine balls of the innings left and had been the epitome of concentration and resolution. His first 16 runs had been singles  - he hit 56 singles in total – but it was the perfect innings, laying  down a challenge to our visitors and  the opportunity to demonstrate why they headed the league 
	However, after 80 balls they were 31 for 5  as, in quick succession, Matt Golding castled one of their openers, Louis Pryor took a neat catch to dismiss their number 3, quick thinking accounted for their number 4 to be run out, Andrew Pomering held his nerve to hold on to a catch by their other opener and more quick thinking saw their number 6 become a second run out victim,  and despite the fact that the Dartford innings was only in its embryonic stage, it was already apparent that an Old Wilsonian victory was only a matter of time 
	Since the ‘winner takes all’ format of league cricket was agreed, the approach  has always been that if you are going to lose then make sure you pick up as many bonus points as you can. There are 8 of these on offer – 4 for batting and 4 for bowling – and by taking three wickets Dartford  had picked up only one of the latter but all four of the former were available 
	However, our visitors seemed to regard the rest of the game as a Net/batting practice and they crawled to 130 before losing their last wicket in the 48th over and we had achieved a comfortable 117 run victory to enhance not only our promotion chances but also of being promoted as champions 
	Dartford’s approach gave skipper Jon the chance to give his young charges their heads and, with all due respect, of bowling more overs  than they would have done had the visitors been 100 for 1 from 20 overs rather than 31 for 5 from 80 balls,  and both James Sellar and Sheehan Sivaranjan bowled their full quota of ten overs 
	In many ways they have swapped places – James has replaced Sheehan as a 1st Xl regular – but it was the latter who came out on top today, finishing with figures of 10-2-22-1 
	As a leg-spinner James will know, because he has already learnt, that he will take a bit of tap at times but he must correct his tendency to bowl so many wides, a tendency more usual in a young quick bowler than a slow one 
	Both Sheehan and James are potential 1st Xl players for many years to come – and together – and thereby spare us from the monotony of medium pacers which seems to have become the norm in league cricket these days 
	There is no substitute for a good spinner, something which Dave Ellicott-White has been demonstrating for a number of years and again demonstrated in this game to finish with 4 for 20 
	Josh Lawrence, too, is an accomplished spinner and conceded less than 2 an over, and when was the last time you saw an innings where 37.1 of their 47.2  overs were bowled by spinners?  Probably Broadstairs, who bowled just one of their50 overs with pace when we played there a few years ago 
	Not that there is not room for pace -  Matt Golding beat both their skipper and No.10 by just pace itself – and in Andrew Pomering we could have someone to follow in his illustrious foot-steps. 
Their actions are very similar – the consequences of Matt’s coaching, Andrew’s natural ability or the combination of both?, and although he only bowled three overs today Andrew demonstrated his potential and gave yet another example of why the future of OWCC looks so bright 
	Throughout the Dartford innings it was noticeable that our authentic skipper had been pacing up and down the boundary rope outside the pavilion somewhat in the manner of an expectant father although, and as the afternoon progressed, there was little or no sign of anxiety as his boys brought home the spoils and edged us nearer to the dreamland that is Division One 
(Syd)Sherlock Rodda.J (Dan) Seston Golding Pryor Simpson Lawrence.J Pomering.A (Sheehan)Sivarajan Sellar Ellicott-White 
MOM: Syd Sherlock – not only for his magnificent 100, in which he had to concentrate for every single ball of our innings for the sake of both himself and his batting partner, but for then putting on the wicket-keeping gloves and  having to concentrate for the entirety of the Dartford innings. Only scorers have to demonstrate such qualities – even umpires will confess to the occasional periods of relaxation when standing at square leg! 

BAD RUN CONTINUES    2nd  Xl  120    Linden Park 124  for  5

	Having been bowled for 33 the previous week  -  at St Lawrence & Highland Court -  the 2nd Xl found themselves at 31 for 6 against Linden Park in a game whose start had been delayed by two hours and reduced to 30 overs a side due to steady rain 
	However, Zac DeSouza, who had watched aghast as three wickets had fallen for 18 runs since his arrival, was then joined by Ollie Willis and they set about repairing the damage and showing  their ‘senior’ team-mates what they had done wrong and put on 38 before Zac was bowled for 29 
	Ollie then did his best to protect the tail, a great effort by someone so young, with David Pligrim in particular helping him as they put on 34 for the ninth wicket before  Ollie was eventually run out for 32 from the final ball of the innings attempting an ambitious third run to complete a reasonable recovery and giving the bowlers something to defend  and, as the consequence of a shortened game, that 120th run had given us our fourth batting point following the requisite adjustment 
	And the initial overs  were encouraging as Robbie Adams bowled one of their openers with his second ball and Siva Ranjan his partner with his 15th to see Linden Park reduced to 17 for  2; could we pull the game out of the fire?
	Their third wicket pair then put on 52 to make this look unlikely and  there were no further alarms as far as our visitors were concerned and they finished comfortable seven wicket victors with almost nine overs to spare 
Jones Dandeniya Pomering.A Morley.N DeSouza Ranjan Simpson Willis Pilgrim.D Adams.R Hannah MOM: Ollie Willis – kept his head when many around him lost theirs 	
SEVEN IN A ROW,  FOUR TO   GO   Broadstairs  160,  1st  Xl  162  for  5
	The 1st Xl made it seven wins in a row - information courtesy of some raucous singing after the game -  following this five wicket victory against second placed Broadstairs whom they now replace in the promotion places. They have now beaten, and convincingly, both the league leaders and the side in second place in the last three weeks with an equally convincing victory against Tenterden sandwiched in-between to underline their own promotional credentials as Division One cricket grows closer and closer for next season 
	In this game they out-played their opponents in every department  of the game, addressed every adversity professionally and successfully, starting with losing the toss, and were worthy winners 
	We took wickets at the right time, none of their batsmen was able to make a match winning innings and when they threatened to put a substantial stand together,  we took a vital wicket 
	Matt Golding finished with 3 for  24  -  one early and two late – Shehan Sivaranjan 2 for 28 and Andrew Pomering, 2 for 8, more of whom later. ‘Mitch’ took 1 for 28, the most important news to learn from this being the fact that he is now able to bowl 10 overs following his rib injury as he, along with Dave Ellicott-White, again bowled  with the economy we have come to know and expect  of them and which is so important in limited overs cricket 
	As for Andrew he took a wicket with his first ball – and an important one at that as his adversary was beginning to hit the ball hard and with intent -  and then a second soon afterwards, although it took an earnest discussion between the two umpires to determine the method of the batsman’s  dismissal. 
	For some reason Andrew seems to bowl better when playing in the 1st Xl than the 2s. Taking a wicket with your first ball helps, of course, but it is a mystery that even Agatha Christie might struggle to solve 
	Syd Sherlock and Jon Rodda put on 32 for the first wicket before the latter was bowled by one of the most accomplished spinners in the league who immediately accounted for Cameron Jones in the same manner only for Syd and Matt Golding to put on 57 for the third wicket before the latter was caught behind for 23 and Matthew Abbett, another player thankfully returning to full fitness, then joined Syd and we were 122 for 3 at the drinks interval, after which we needed just 39 from 26 overs and with seven wickets in hand 
	Matthew then hit the first ball after the break gently to a short fine leg  -  “it turned a lot and I did not hit it hard enough”, he explained after the game and a fifth wicket saw the skipper join the ever resilient Syd and they saw us safely home with almost 15 overs to spare 
	This is the second successive game at Hayes in which Syd has been on the field of play for every single ball during which he has scored 158 runs without being out, and against the top two sides at the time as well, and if you add the   86 he scored in the intervening game at Tenterden that makes 246  in three knocks – just showing off that I can add up – for just one dismissal; Syd showing off?
	Syd also keeps wicket, a position that demands immense concentration – see also the report of the Dartford game.  Does keeping wicket and then opening the batting immediately afterwards, or the other way round, help or hinder the individual’s performance; discuss, paying particular reference to Alec Stewart. 
	The ‘keeper also sets an example to the fielding side and Syd’s constant encouragement of  his team mates is exemplary – and noisy -  and can save 20 to 30 runs a game, which could prove vital; may return to this theme after the last game of the season 
	All-rounders are invariably depicted as players who can both bat and ball, but wicket-keeping batsmen should also come under that category 
Sherlock (Syd) Rodda.J Jones Golding Abbett.M Pryor Mitchell Lawrence.J Pomering.A Sivaranjan Ellicott-White 
MOM: Syd Sherlcock – not much to add after the final three paragraphs other than to say  that Syd can also bowl! 

COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -  September 30th 
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